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<BvorT if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in 
whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.—2 CoR. iv. 3. 4, 


<Wuxr is truth? * is a question which Pilate asked 
our blessed Savior, but was not sufficiently candid 
to wait for a reply. This question is proposed to 
us in relation to the passage Jjust read; and we 
trust that there are no Pilates here, who are unwi1l- 
ling to hear the reply. *© Take heed, therefore, how 
| yS& hear,? is a command of Jesus. This calls us to 
© examine the motives which induce us to hear. Are 
-- those motives good? Are we influenced by a noble, 
generous spirit—a heartfelt desire tro know what 
truth is? -or are our motives less worthy? Do we 
{uot hear with a deep-rooted prejudice—a fault-find- 
Ing 8pirit; op-an idle curiosity? We should neither 
ear with a'determination to believe all we hear, 
® _ _ nor should-we 8ay—* No good can come out of 
| Nazareth,” and we will believe nothing which we 
hear. © But, for the purpose of examination, we 
should candidly add patiently hear ; and if, on due 
examination; we find ample ovidunie to convirice 
| us, that what we have heard is truth, we shall, of 
- eourse, then believe it. _ 
"In -discourging+ an” the subject before us, I have 
confidence to believe, I shall have the good fortune 
: nnd consent, 6f all my hearers; not on 
gecount of any wisdom of my own, but on account 
- of the clearness of the subject. © By alittle exaimi- 
nation its meaning becomes 80 very- apparent that 
'seemingly there is go-Opportunity for a difference 
of opinion; If divine wisdom had left this sub- 
-in the dark, I should not undertake, by any 
of my own feeble efforts, to remove the darkness. 
But God has given it light, and that light, I will 
etideavor, by his help, to impart to you.” 
The congregation will receive the assyrance that 
I approkeh the subject, under a full sense of its vast 
| NC = ® ' No -8ubject of greater magnitude 


'JLIL LIC 


_ eouldbs 1 ited for our consideration. The 
great « 168k St JD ws Fes involyed ;— Will; or will 
not, part of'vur >} 1ost for ever.” If T succeed 
in proviog p Il he 80 lost, you willallre?|| 


, and Rows mi th Sous, giving glory to God. 
I fail to do it, we yo > Satiefied that the fail- 
ure is because 'the hor 1s the other side, a 
Shuddering of k6rror will come bver us all, and we 
shall go away weeping. Ithink, every one of you, 
Hu ardently desire the success of my present la- 
"As we pass along, your hearts will grow 
, if 1 am able to bring any evidence fromthe 
Divine testimony, of the final recovery "of lost 


Ainners ; and you will as eagerly receive the” evi- 


| 
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dence, as the hungering children of Israel did the 


| gelta, which signifies a message. 
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manna which fell from heaven. 

Again, I say, I go to the subject, confident of suc- 
cess, knowing that truth is mighty and must preyail. 

We will commence by inquiring what” is meant 
by the term gospel, which the apostle has twice 
used in the text. 'To gain a correct understanding 
of this term, we are under the necessity of going to 
its original, which is Euaggelion, rendered gospel, 
or God-spell. Euaggelion, is compounded of Eu, 
which signifies good, agreeable or glad ; and ag- 
'To be more par- 
ticular, we would observe that aggela, is derived 
from Gal ; that signifies to exult, to leap for joy. 
Hence the message, aggelia, must be of such a 
character, as to cause those, who hear it, great joy 
and exultation. Euaggelion, translated gospel, 
can never denote one evil, unpleasant, or alarming 
message. Its meaning is wholly perverted, when- 
ever it 18 applied to any thing opposed to a joyful 
message, or, good news. For fear the suspicion 
may- be in the mind of the hearer, that we are 
twisting this word, s0 as to favor our views, I will 
quote the learned Crudens? definition of it. He was 
a thorough Calvinist. 'These are his words—*©'The 
word gospel, in the original, Euaggeli mn, Signifies 
good news or glad tidings.* Calmet also gives this 
definition ; and I believe the learned are generally 
agreed on this point. If we go to the scriptures 
themselves, we shall readily discover what meaning 
they attach to the gospel. And our principal aim 
Should be to leary © what eaith the scriptures.* To 


» 
the Ephesians, the author of our text says--with ref- 


erenceto Christ:—* In whom ye trusted after that ye 
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sal- 
vation.* Here the gospel is called, the gospel of the 
Ephesian's salvation, and it existed before they had 
heard of it. Tt is here called the word of truth ; 

and when the Ephesians heard it, then, and not Th 
fore, they trusted in Christ. You see what must 
be preached to people that they may trust in Christ ; 
i, e. the gospel of salvation. That gospel,; and no 


| other, is the word of truth. Such a gospel is a 


Joyful message—it is good news. 'Those who 
preach it,, preach good news ; and whenever it is 
received, the emotions of eratiads burst forth in 
praise+ to God, 

Paul, again says—* Though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other” gospel than that which 
we have preached inn@you, let him be accursed.” 


further says —C Pr + he some that. trouble 

you, ard would*p vent the gospet of Chrizt. 

What gospel had Paul | regbed? We: have just 
geen.—The gospel off lvation. Yet; in his 


people were trouble@ With' those who preachld 
another gospel, and prevented the gospel of Christ. 

But Paul cautions us/in the most solemn manner 
against such deceivers. Even if they pretend to 
be angels from heaven, if they come to us with 'n 
troublesome gospel—one which is not glad tidings 
—one which is oppose&to the gospel of salvation, 


we should reject the "testimony. The g68per of 


—_ 


| 


| would forfeit all claims as a 


| believe that I am 


salyation never troubles any one, but removes trou- 
ble from those who were in trouble before they 
received it. If we see people troubled—filled with 
doubts and fears—heart-breakings and despair, on 
account of their religious belief, we may be sure 
that their belief is not in © the word of truth, * the 
gospel of salvation. 

'The gospel, upon which the true minister of 
Jesns delights to dwell, was communicated to 
Abraham as Paul informs us, inthese words—* The 
scriptures forseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, * in thee shall all nations be 
blessed.* This, my hearer, is a specimen of gog- 
pel preaching—* All nations shall be blessed.* "This 
gospel preaching is repeated seyeral times in the 
bible, with 8light variations in phraseology; care- 
fully, however, employing words which make the 
blessing universal. Sometimes it is 8aid—* All 
the families of the earth ; at other times—* All 
the kindreds of the earth,* shall be blessed in 
Christ, the seed of Abraham. This Paul called 
gospel, and with much propriety ; as it is a joyful 
message, and evidently good news. 

I would just inquire, so that the hearers may 
think of the question—If the gospel be © 2ood Hiews 
or glad tidings,? can the doctrine of perpetual woe 
have any connexion with it? In my text, the gos- 
is called—*'The glorious gospel of Christ.* Can 
the doctrine of endless misery belong to this glork 
ous coapel! ? If 80, let us call it the glorious gospet 
of endless wigery ! How: d6es that 80und? Aw- 
fully cru MF God forbid, that we should call any 
doctrine effrious, which dooms our fellow mortals 
to sufferings without end! 

Kind hearers, you will not forget that the gospel 
is good news ; it publishes salvation, It is called 
in the scriptures—* The gospel of peace *—* The 
gospel of the grace of God *— The glorious gospel ? 
—'The gospel of salvation.” 
it, when he said—* All the ends of the carth shall 
ge the salvation of God.” The apostle preached 
it, when he'said—* God our Savior will have all 
men to be saved and come unto a knowledge of the 
truth.* Jesus preached it, when he said—* And I, 
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.” 'The God of Heaven preached it, when 
he said, that men should be blessed in him—that 


| all men should call him blessed—that he would 


make unto all people's feast—wipe away tears 
from all faces—swallow up death in victory, anc 
remove all rebuke from the earth, 80 that gorrov 
and 8ighing shall flee away. This is the go8pe 
which was, and is now, hid to them at are lost. 

You will all perceive, that _—_— he 8peake 


bring you good news. If BRY 
one, it must be a a boot 
bout to consider the c 
jim their endless 


shall not do it. 
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The prophet preached * 


does the text say, the gospel is hid tothem that are 


deaf to its heavenly melody, and their unbelieving 


- but rather through their fall salvation is come anda 


to Tad 1 both the Ld Rin and the whole world, 


I commencing 0+ our remarks concerning the Jane, | 
we have an important query to propose. If the | 
doctrine of eternal woe be contained in the gospel, 
and the lost be those who realize:that woe, why 


lost? If this doctrine belongs to the gospel, it can- 

not be true that the gospel is hid to them that are 
lost. Instead of its being hid to them, they know 
all about it. Woful experience has taught it to 
them, and will continue to teach it to them, 80 long 
as eternity shall roll on its unceasing ages of pain. 
But the gospel does not contain the doctrine of 
endless misery, as it .is good news. It was hid to 
the lost, but this does not prove their eternal wretch- 
edness. 

The word lost, is of common usage in private 
conversation and in books, even in the bible, where 
it neyer brings to mind'the idea of endless misery. 
What right, then, have we to select one or two 
passages, which are all any one would bring from 
the bible, and say it there means endless misery, 
when it has no such meaning any where else? We 
have no right to do 80. 

The text clearly defines what is the meaning of 
this word there. - The lost there named, were those 
whose minds were blinded—who did not believe— 
unto whom the glorious gospel of Christ had not 
shined. Here we s8ee what it is to be lost. .Itis to 
be in a state of mental blindness and unbelief, ex- 
cluded from gospel light ; not to be in a 8tate of 
endless misery. 

Who were the lost? Jesus said to .his disciples 

—* Go not into any of the cities of the Gentiles, but 
go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
This proves that part of the house of Israel was 
lost. 'They were till in this world, as the disciples 
were commanded to go to them. If they were in 
a place of endless misery, then Jesus sent his dis- 
ciples to that place ; for which no one would con- 
tend, How, then, were they lost? 'The text re- 
plies—* in blindness and unbelief,* Yes, they had 
not seen the gospel's glorious light, their ears were 


hearts were untouched by its joys. 

Paul 8ays of the Israelites—* They have not all 
obeyed the gospel.* No, they did notFtlieve its 
messengers, they crucified its founder, they worked 
wickedness with a high hand. 'The blood of the 
righteous was found on their garments, They 
were a people, disobedient and gainsaying. They 
were therefore called—* lost sheep.* The gospel 
was taken from them, and given to a nation bring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof, See Matt. xxi. 48. 
'The condition of these lost Israelites, is very par- 
ticularly described in Rom, xi, Paul there 8ays 

— God hath given them the spirit of slumber, 
eyes that they should not ee, and ears that they 
should not hear unto this day. But their condition 
was not hopeless ; for the apostle adds—* Have 
they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid ; 


the Gentiles. Now if the fall of them be the riches 
of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches 
of the Gentiles, how much more their fulness.” 
This proves that the © lost sheep of the house of 
Israel,” have not stumbled that they should irre- 
, eovyerably fall, but their blindness and defection was 
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| 8pecter of persons,” 


tiers Jews.” Paul oxye— Blindiees in pert bath | If we are careful to Xan 
happened to Israe], until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in. And 80 all Israel shall be saved.* If 
the fulness of the Gentiles are brought in, and all 
Israel are saved, the lost, whether Jews or Gentiles 
will be saved. If the lost Jews are saved, the 
lost Gentiles must be also ; for—* God is no re- 


he, I think we 8hall be 
able to find considerable proof of. universal salva- 
tion, in this little word, lost. Jesus came to save 
the lost. God declares that his people are logt.gheep 
—that * all we like sheep haye gone astray.* Thus 
all are proved to be in a lost condition ; and if the 
lost are endlessly miserable, all must endure such 
misery. This is 80- far from truth, that all being 
lost, rendered them the object of Jesus? mission ; 
for he came to save the lost. No one else needed 
8alvation ; Jesus could not saye any one else, any 
more than a physician could cure a well man. As 
all were lost—* Jesus gave himself a ransom for all.” 
As all were lost—* he tasted death for every man.” 
As all were lost—* he is the propitiation for the 
gins of the whole world.” As all were lost, it was 
the work which his Father gave him to do—* to 
reconcile all things to God.” 
Let us notice the condition of the people referred 
to in the text, and see if there is any thing hope- 
less in it. What are the articles on their indictment? 
I1st. They are 8aid to be lost. | Instead of that 
being against, it is a strong circumstance_ in fayor 
of their salvation, for Jesus came to save just such 
people. 
2d. They were blinded. Does that fact preyent 
their salvation? No, for Paul says—* Though 
blindness in part hath happened unto Israel, yet 
all Israel shall be saved. 
3d. They believed not. Does their unbelief ex- 
clude them from divine clemency? No, for Panl, 
again says—* God hath concluced them Jl] in un- 
belief, that he might have mercy upon all.” 
4th. * The glorious gospel of Christ * did not 
shine unto them. Is this proof that it never would 
shine unto them, and that they were beyond the 
reach of salvation? No, for the bible assures us 
that all from the least to the greatest .shall know 
It farther assures us that * no man knoweth 
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son will reveal him.” 

As all shall know God, and as none shall know 


Before noticing more particularly the question, 
can the lost be saved? which is the main question 
before us, there is another subject connected with 
the text, upon which we may bestow a few remarks. 
When we read, as wedo in the eleventh of Romans, 
that God gave to the Jews the #pirit of slumber, 
and blinded their eyes, and deafened their ears, it 
8eems almost a slander on the divine character. 
We hesitate to believe it. But if we look to the - 
result, we need have no hesitation. , 'That very 
blindness and unbelief of the Jews, under the di- 
vine direction, are to benefit the Jews themselves, 
and enrich the whole world. "Their defection was 
a partial evil, but it produces universal good. 'This 
This is no dishonor to God. Paul, in our text, 
represents, © 'The God of this world,* as doing pre- 
cisely the same, which. he represents the true God 
as doing in the eleventh of Romans. Who, then 
is meant by—* The God of this world? * Says the 
hearer ; © We have always supposed Satan was in- 
tended.*? Can you give any good reason for that 
sUpposition? If the true God can blind people, and 
do by them as he is represented, without it dishon- 
oring him, why cannot the God of this world do 
the same without its disghonoring him? And why 
not understand him to be the true God? Is Satan 
actually the God of this world? In Psalms 1. 12. 
God 8ays—* The world is mine, and the fulness 
thereof. 'Then it is not Satan's. Again, see 
Psalms, xxiv. 1.— 'The earth is the Lord's, and the 
fulness thereof; the world, and they that: dwell }* 
therein.” 'The hearer will now judge who © The# 
God of this world ? is, whether Satan, or the true 
God. Dr. Adam Clarke, the highly celebrated 
Methodist, 1s of opinion that the true God is inten- 
ded ; and gives strong reasons for his opinion, But 
we will leave this subject, as it is of minor conse- 
quence, and go to the main question—Can the lost 
be saved? Let our blessed Lord reply to that 
question. He 8ays—* 'The s0n of man is come to 
save that which was lost.* Is not this directly 
Saying the lost can be 8aved? Jesus, surel y did not 
come to do what cannot be done. Yet, he did come 
to 8ave the lost. 'Then, the lost can be saved—the 
Lord Jesus, himself, being judge. The lost, then, 
are not endlessly miserable.; for in that case their 
8alvation would be impossible. 
By the prophet Jeremiah, God says—* My people 
hath been lost sheep, their shepherd have caused 
-them to. go astray, they have turned them away 
upon the mountains ; they have gone from moun- 
tain to hill, they have forgotten their resting place.” 
Here mountains and hills are used to set forth' the 
Jost situation of God's people, a situation into which 


F 


Son must reveal him to all, and then the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ will shine unto all. Many 


are rejoicing in its light, That light will continue | 
to shine until all blinded eyes are opened to 8ee it,. 
until it becomes a lamp to those who sit, even. in 
the regions and shadows of death. LK 
We have considered every particular in the cons | 
dition of those to whom our text refers, wkich can 
be considered as specifications-against them. - We 
find nothing to prevent, but every thing in favor of 
their salvation. 'To be sure they were once lost, 
in blindness and unbelief, secluded from the light 
and joys of the gospel ; but not a particle of evi- 
dence exists, to prove that they must remain 80 
for ever ; ,but there is much evidence, that they 
will be delivered from the bondage of corruption, 
into the glotious "liberty of the children of God. 
God 8ays—* O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself ; 


they were led by their Shepherds. 'They were at || butin me is yng help.” See Hoseaxiii.'9. *Ye 
rest before, but now they hadforgotten their resting have $old yourselves for nought.; and/ye shall be 
place ; a very common; Ty. F x þ ere corrected, viz. redeemed without money.? See Isa, lit. 3. | 

the idea that the lost are"the " people of Satan. We might leave the subject here, confident that 


Phe God of this world,” 14 inied | in the text, as we 


every hearer must perceive that Israel's God has 


him, but those to whom the Son reveals him, the - 


wretched souls, to whom this gospel was once hid,. 


have before noticed, is 8upposed to be Satan, and 
the lost there mentioned, as being his subjects, but 
in the passage just cited, God says—* My people 
hath been lostsheep.* Are God*s people and Satan's 
in the zame-condition? * Judge ye what is right.” 

If the circumstance, that the people of God 


s9lvation, even for the last. But we wish to go 
through ; and must solicit your patience, while we 
adduce strong, confirming testimony. 

'The blesxed Savior has made. use of geveral 
{|-parables, to prove the recovery of lost sinners. Hs 


| represents them by a lost. sheep ; the owner of 
which went after it, sought, found, and brought it 


were lost,. precludes. for ever their salvation, we 
| [have no certainty that any one will ever be saved. 


home rejoicing, He did not seek unsuccessfully. 


- 
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He searched until he found the lost. He then did | 
not leave it -to its will, whether it- would, or 
not, return to the 'but be kindly laid it upon 
his shoulder and carried it home. O, fellow sin- 
ners, were our great Shepherd less faithful, our lost 
condition would be more hopeless ; but lost as we 
are, according to this parable, Jesus will seek until 
he finds us. Yes, he will bring all wanderers home, 
80 that there will be but © one fold and one shep- 
herd.* The boundless compassion, of this unfailing 
Friend, is set forth, by laying the lost sheep upon 
his shoulder, and gently bearing it to the fold. He 
did not frighten, he did not drive the sheep, but 
| bore it upon his shoulder. Well knowing our in- 
firmiiy in the like kind manner, Jesus deals with lost 
sinners. 'The prophet represents the divine govern- 
' ment as resting upon the shoulders of Christ. Unto 
him the gathering of the people shall be, and his 
guccess shall be 80 complete, in finishing sin, and 
redeeming the lost children of God, that he shall 
gee of the travail of his soul and be satisfied. He 
will say, as in-the parable—* I have found my sheep 
which were lot.” 

God has given all things into the hands of his 
Son ; which proves that all mankind are his pro- 
perty ; even the heathen and the utermost parts of 
the earth. Jesus declares that of all which his 
Father hath given him, he will lose nothing, 1. e. 
finally ; but he adds, that all which was given him, 
shall come unto him, and in such a way, that he 
would in nowise cast them out, Where then 
will be the lost? They will be all found—all 
gathered together in Christ Jesus. 'Then will be 
the time, when all shall be taught of God, from the 
least to the greatest. 'Then will be the time, when 
the glory of God shall be” revealed, and all flesh 
shall zee it together. Then will be the time, when 
«all the kindred of the nations shall worship before 
God ; aud every creature in heaven, earth, and 
under the earth will praisze Him and the Lamb 
for ever. 

Jesus again represents lost sinners, by a piece of 
8ilver, which a woman lost from other nine pieces. 
Was it lost for ever? No, the woman searched 
for it diligently. How long? Until she found it. 
Then, she.had a season of rejoicing with her friends. 
By being lost, the silyer was not less valuable than 
it was before ; neither did it become the property 
another person. Apply this fact to Jost sinners. 
They are till the property of the Savior, and pos- 
| 8285.8 value worthy the love of God, and worthy 
"the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. Silver 
_ by being lost, may Jose its bright and pure appear- 

.ance, but it only needs cleansing to restore Its 
-  brightness and purity, So sinners only need 
cleansing from moral pollution and 8piritual dark- 
ness, to shine like the stars of God in heaven. 

Jesus further illustrates this subject, by the para- 
ble of the prodigal s8on. Though that unwise 
youth left his father's house, he was ason., Though 
he beggared himself, and brought condemnation 
and misery upon his head, by his folly and crimes, 
yet he was a 80n, Though he had sinned against 
heaven and in the sight of his father, and thought 
himself no more worthy to be called a on, and 
when he returned home, dared not ask a greater 
fayor, than to be made a hired servant in his fa- 
ther's house, yet his father most joyfully received 
him, 8aying—* 'This my 80n was dead and is alive 
again, was lost, and is found.* Here was a person 
who was lost, but was not the victim of endless 


migery ; for he was afterwards found. And this | 


parable teaches that mankind, through all their 
wanderings, belong | to God ; he exercises toward 


abused their 


ing they have sbamefully vilified their character, | 
and hroken his command- 
ments. * Hear, O heaven and give ear, O earth ; 


for the Lord hath spoken; I have nourished and 


brought up children, and they have rebelled against 
me.* 'Thus, God owns those to be his children, 
who, after he had kindly nourished and brought 
them up, were 80 ungrateful and sinful as to rebel 
against him. Yes, he even gent his Son to die for 
the ungodly. 'This Father is infinitely more kind 
than was the father of the prodigal. He has made 
unto all people a feast, death, and all enemies he 
will destroy—tears he will wipe from off all faces— 
he will bring the period when there shall be no 
more pain—when his ransomed children, who are 
all mankind, (for Jesus gave himself a ransom for 
all,) shall return and come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads, and sorrow and 
8Iighing shall flee away. 'The mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it. 

Jesus s8ays—* I am not come to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance.* 'This is the way he 
saves the lost. So long as sinners are impenitent 
they are lost. - It is God's declared will that all 
Should repent and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth. He does his whole will. 
prosper in the hands of Jesus. Consequently all 
will be led to repentance and salyation. 

Who dares limit heaven, in the holy work of 
leading men to repentance, salvation and endless 
glory? Where $hall that work stop? Nowhere, 
antil © in is finished,? © and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of God.* Every sinner that 
repents, raises new joy in heaven; * for there is 
more joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
than over ninety and nine just persons who need 
no repentance.* When all sinners have repented, 
when the kingdom of darkness is for ever destroyed 
—when all things are reconciled to God, then the 
angels of heaven—all the lovers of the Redeemer— 
the whole emancipated world will rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory ; singing— Glory to 
God in the highest.” 

Contrast these glad tidings, with the soul free- 
zing doctrine of eternal rebellion against God. Set 
the kingdom of Satan over the offspring of God, 
in which they shall agonize in nndying woe, then 
ask the hearts of humanity—the lovers of the cross, 
to rejoice! No heart hut a demon's could comply. 

My hearers, do not be guilty of shutting up the 
kingdom of heaven against men, Do not be guilty 
of despising the riches of that God's goodness, who 
is emphatically called in the scriptures—* The Sa- 
vior of all men.” 

Jesus shed his blood for the remission of sins. 
© He tasted death for every man.* It is enough. 
His blood $shall wash away every s8tain of guilt, 
cleanse a whole world from pollution, and bring 
about the restitution of all things, spoken of by all 
God's holy prophets since the world began. Such 
are the glad tidings of the gospel, which the lost 
will finally see and hear ; and in which they will 
all rejoice. 

In closing, we Should have been pleased to have 
presented"'the hearer with some of the moral re- 
flections growing out of the suhject to which we 
have attended, | will not longer trespass 
upon your indu , TI will only add— Let 
every one, that nameth- the name of Christ, depart 
from iniquity. Let all' maintain good works, for 
they are good and profitable unto men. Blessed 
and happy are they, who keep the commandments 
of God. 


% 


them fatherly mercies and affvotion, notwithstand- 


a= 


Strive to keep a congcience void of offence, 


His pleasure shall | 


LOVE, 
Original, 


When love lights up its hallowed flame 
On the pure akter of the heart, 
The tongue its powers then cannot claim, 


Its owner”s feelings to impart. 


The speech that once could swiſtly flow, 
And every pain, or joy reveal, 
Is made a secret power to know, 
That holds it fast as chains of steel. 


The eye doth then ueurp the throne 
That once was given to ready speech, 
Its owner's passion to make known, 
With eloquence naught else can reach. 


That breast ne*er glowed with sincere love, 
That felt not o'er its thoughts that spell; 
Nor did that heart e'er faithful prove 
That leſt not something yet to tell. 


Love is a fire from God's own throne ; 

By it we taste the bliss of heaven: 

How then can words, mere words, make known 
The holy joys that *s by it given? 
Medford, Dee. 1834. 


WEALTH. 


Original. 


Fo the truly philaathropic mind, the world around 
us presents a melancholy spectacle. Look at the 
crowded city, and behold the end and aim of its 
thousand and tens of thousands of inhabitants— 
and what is it? Alas! it is wealth. Look at the 
thousands, who toil till the dim *noon of night? 
to amass heaps of shining dust for whom they know 
not. Look at the hard-hearted miser and usurer 
who have taken the food from the mouths of wid- 
ows and orphans to increase their hoards. Look 
at the thief and highwayman who prowl about at 
midnight to get unrighteons gains. Look, I say at 
these, and you will be convinced of the apostle's 
declaration that * among us is the root of all evil.? 
And to what cause are we to attribute this all-ab- 
sorbing interest for the accumulation of wealth? 
Are not the evils arising from inordinate desires for 
wealth in a great measure chargeable to those who 
have erected it as the standard of moral worth and 
influences. Look around and show me the man 
who is rich, who is not bowed down to it with hom- 
age, let his character for honesty and uprightness 
be what it may ; and point me to the man if you 
can who is poor, and at the same time possessed of 
liberty, and moral excellence, who stands half as 
high, in the estimation of society around him. [ 
doubt whether it can be done. 
And then I think we can. trace the source from 
whence many of the dbove mentioned evils arise. 
They arise in a great measure from a false system 
of education and erroneous views of human hap- | 
piness. Many a parent who has followed a beloved a © 
501 to a premature grave, has mourned over the 
infatuation that led him to: sacrifice health, happi- 
ness, and life at the shrine of wealth. But alas! 
he ought rather to upbraid himself, for teaching 
him that worldly maxim, that © Wealth is power,” 
aud that to be honored and respected, he must be 
rich. Here is the rock upon which thousands of 
young men of talents and worth bave made ship- 
wreck of their all. When first stepping forth upon 
the arena of active life instead of | 
ons eminent for virtue, for an examp 


youth, have chosen some. y om | 
have bent all the __ 


x 


TE Alas! the tate of society is ouch, that 
they cannot hope for- office, for honor, or for emi- 
nence without it ; and, being ambitious for distinc- 
tion, choose the only path that observation teaches 
will lead them to the temple of fame 3 and having 
chosen it, often follow 80 far, as to lose sight of 
rectitude and moral principle. 

By the foregoing remarks, I would not be under- 
stood as inveighing every attempt to acquire wealth 
—fﬀfar from it. I would that every young man, by 
industry and economy should place himself beyond 
the reach of want, but I would not have him pos- 
sess that insatiable thirst for gold, that closes the 
heart to the cries of the widow and the fatherless, 
and deadens all the finer feelings of human nature. 
Great wealth seldoms renders its possessor happy, 
but on the other hand, often renders him most 
miserable. A man who possesses a competence is, 
generally, by far the happiest. 

In 8ociety at the present day, exist many evils, 
and none productive of worse consequences than 
men worship, or howing down and worshipping, at 
the shrine of wealth. Look at the scene in a 
country village upon the arrival of a new inhabi- 
tant, if he happpen to be wealthy ; all are anxious 
to meet him and ingratiate themselves in his favor, 
although his moral character may be black as the 
shades of night. © 'These things ought not 80 to 
be * and to the young men of our land, are we to 
look for a reformation. Look not upon the wealthy 
with envy, unless accompanied by virtue, nor treat 
with deference and respect, those who have nothing 
to entitle them to your notice but their heaps of 
gold. Choose for your youthful associates, young 
men of strict moral principle, even though destitute 
of wealth; and frown into nothingness those puny 
mushroons, who think to -hide the lewdness and 
profligacy of their hearts beneath a bland brow, and 
the garb of wealth. - NUMA, 


SABBATH MORN. 
Original. 


The morning came; the sun arose 
In splendid brightness from the east, 
So may each heart on God repose, 
And be with love to him increased. 


O may his spirit, while we rest, 

Fail not to guide us in truth's ways; 

To choose that path which makes all blest, 
And fills each heart with grateful praise. 


And may our eyes forever turn 

'To thee, thou ever faithful Friend ; 

Thy light, thy love, ne*'er may we 8purn, 
Be they our constant aim and end. 


Should threatening dangers e'er be near, 
Or clouds impending o'er us sail, 
Should disappointments cause a tear ; 
Distresses grieve or hopes eer fail. 


Then ever present may we find 

That God who gives us life and breath 
To chase the clouds from every mind, 
And cheer our souls in life and death. 


FEMALE INDEPENDENCE. 
Original. 
Br this term I wish to be )e understood, that woman 


uld possess an independence of 8pirit, which 
does not yield to the 8olicitations of popularity, 
W en, nt shall dictate a different course, 
1 hen the female of our species ghall always fol- 
low' the adioirers of whatever is fashionable, and 
gorifi > her sense of right to the deity of populari- 


= which directly tends, | 


| not only to her own, but also to the disrespect of || 
her 8ex. For 8nch & tame submission'to others is 
a species of slavery which ill accords with that in- 
dependence of mind, which yields to nothing in the 
religious or 8ocial world, but to truth and propriety, 
and which alone can ennoble, and render interest- 
ing, the female character.. 'The woman who be- 
comes a slave to the passion of interesting others, 
whom she supposes the models of human perfec- 
tion, degrades herself in the estimation of the wise 


and independent. 
[n religious matters we have often thought, there 


very large portion of the female community. 'Phis 
remark may not hold true in every section of our 
country; for those highly favored parts of it, 
| where religious intolerance is not felt, may permit 
' woman to worslyp: God, without compelling her to 
' 8acrifice What is oftentimes dearer to her than her 
; religion ; namely, her popularity. But till we 
| think that, as a general rule, it will stand eupported 
| by facts, that woman is not possessed of that un- 
| flinching devotion to truth, and such religion as 
commends itself to her understanding and affections, 
which ought to be her characteristic. 

We are very williag, however, to concede that 
there is something very disheartening to a tender 
and 8ensitive female, in the language of many 
popular writers and preachers of these times, as 
used to represent the extreme odiousness of that 
religion to which the pages of this periodical are 
designed to give support. We cannot wonder 
that many hearts should sicken at the very name 
of our religion, when publications are, seat forth, 
declaring that Universalism is a doctrine 80 gross, 
that we might as s00n expect that a female would 
drive a stage-coach, as to be found advocating the 
doctrine! Under such circumstances it is no 
marvel that many females should turn from it, to a 
religion which boasts of its popularity, and which, 
it is reasonable to conclude, 1s the main pillar in its 
gupport. 

We would say to the female readers of this peri- 
odical, if the religion which is adyocated in these 
pages, is 8uch as most cordially commends itself to 
your judgement, and understandings and affections, 
it is your duty to embrace it. No person is ac- 
countable to man, in this country, for the mode of 
his religion. 'To God, and your own consciences 
are you only acountable. If we receive a system of 
religion that gives us joy and peace in believing it, 
and attending to its duties, it 18 no matter whether 
it wears the livery of popularity. 
subject. of paramount importance to the considera- 
tion of fashion ; and we should embrace it if we 
embrace it at all, from a firm conviction of its 


truth. 
In the primitive ages of Christianity, when the 


very profession of this religion would suhject man 
or woman to persecution and death, we find that 
women not a few, were willing to come forward 
and espouse publicly the cause of Christ. Admira- 
ble examples! We read not only of * 4-1-9 hy 
Lois,? but also of tho © younger womenz? Dorcas 
and Priscilla, who are examples to all + times, 
of an ardent devotion to Ghrigtian truth. In them 
we 8ee an independence of #5 that spurned all 
the allurements of popular, applause. Like their 
Master, they could say to a loyer of popularity, 
the satan of modern times, * Get hehind me.” 

The cause of the Christian religion now demands 


not cower under the frowns of a self-styled ortho- 
| doxy. When 


is an astonishing want of independence, among a' 


Religion is a 


of the female, an independence of mind which will 


woman is seen, who unites to fe- 


ele, like the © virtuous woman,” won Bobichen 


8ays, © her price is far above rubies.” 


Plainfield, N. H. Dee. 18. ''8, C. 


MOMENTS OF MELANCHOLY. 


Original. 


O, there are hours when gorrow comes 
Unbidden to the breast; 

When tears fall trembling from the eyes 
That cannot be represt ; 


When darkling doubts, and boding fears, 
Our peace of mind invade, 

And o'er the face of nature cast 
A universal shade. 


Then busy memory brings to mind 
The scenes of youthful days, 

When every hour was brightly cheered 
By hope's enlivening rays. 


When o'er the treachery of friends 
We ne'er were called to weep, 
And every doubt by credulity 
Was hushed to quiet sleep. 


Then we had friends to smile with us 
In gaiety's bright hours, 
To kindly cheer, and weep with us 


When clouds of darkness lowers. 
And not as now, like sxwnmer birds 


To fly when all is drear; 
But like the gentle snow-bird 
To them approach more near, 


Medford, Dec. 1834. 


THE FALSE FRIEND. 
Original. 


As a true friend is one of the best blessings that 
man can claim, 80 is a false one the bitterest curse 
ever entailed upon him, yea, 3s worthy of the spurn- 
ing fool, far more than any of the serpent tribe who 
make the earth their bed. 

If there is a being who richly doth deserve the 
contempt, and loathing pity of every honest mind, 
who pollutes the yery earth whereon he treads, it 
is that thing, (for I cannot call it a man,) who, 
dead to every dictate of honor, and humanity—deaf 
to every solemn obligation that man owes to man, 
who will, Judas-like, betray, for a few pieces of 8il- 
ver, the friend who sat by him at the social board— 
who make one in the same circle around the do- 
mestic hearth, and for a little gain to his selfish 8elf, 
cause hours, days, nay, years of anguish to come 
upon those who ever trusted, and confided in him 
as a friend, and become 80 hardened as to eat from 
the table, drink from the cup, and gaze on the face 
of the mother of him whom he has betrayed ; the 
wild,  untutored savage, whose hatchet has reeked 
with the blood of many a human being, would fly 
to earth's remotest cave, and there dwell, ere he 
would call that traitor a companion. Explore the 
forest, roam over the mountains, search the caverns 
of earth, the oceans, rivers, seas, and streams— 
leave not a spot beneath the bright heavens untrod, 


'or unlooked on, and bring fourth from thence the 


strangest of the strange—the most revolting to the 
eye, and then produce one of those serpents who 
stea] into the bosom of the domestic circle, and 
sting the breast by whom they are fed, and that 
bird, beast, fish, nondeseript, or whatever it may 
be, will look lovely in comparison. 

Reader, this is the language of Severity, but will 
not the subject jntify it? Can you conceive of a 


| more despicable being, than him who, wearing the 
| mask of seeming friendship—will enter, as if acty- 
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- zorrows and griefs of a family, and when they, in 
all the holy confidence of friendship, unfold their 
gecrets to him, believing they are speaking to a 
kindred heart—and who then will carry that casket 
of priceless jewels, and empty its contents to the 
world, for a little gain—the price of blood. 

My religion prompts me to, and I do forgive 
him, and pity him' from my very soul, but to the 
world T woyld say, Tf there is a monster from whom 
you fly, let it be the false friend! He 1s a monster 
whose breath is poison, and whose grasp is death. 

TRUTH. 


AY 


TO CHRISTIAN FEMALES. 
Original. 


GenTLEe REavers:—The writer of these brief and 
unstudied remarks, feels most inclined to apologize 
for having prefixed the adjective, Christian to the 
word * Females,” in the above caption. He is 
somewhat startled, Jest it shoald be supposed to 
imply, that a distinction was intended in the readers 
of the Repository, as though some of them were 
not Christians, Such is not the meaning. You 
are all regarded as Christians by birth, education, 
general habits of thinking and reasoning, and we 
could hope, by an acquaintance wth the princi- 
ples of the gospel. Such being the admitted tate 
of the case, may a brother and friend in the com- 
mon bonds of benevolence, be allowed to reason 
with you, a moment, in regard to some of the most 
important points in our holy profession? Will you 
believe him courteous and respectful in the sug- 
gestion, that not a few females, in the circle of 
his acquaintance, appear to be too neglectful of some 
of the vital concerns of goodness, and depend 
mostly on a thoughtless assent to principles of doc- 
trine, which they know by name only, and whieh, 
of course, how true so0ever, cannot afford them real 


joy in health, nor substantial support in sickness and 


death ? 

To this momentous ayd soul-trying fact, your 
kind attention 1s eras, ! It is one, which we 
suspect, is too Slightly considered. Females have 
justly concluded, that in the cultivation of the 

. gospel vineyard, there are many departments of 
labor which would illy become their stations, duties 
and occupations. But, when they infer from them, 
that they should not Search the scriptures, and be- 
come fully acquainted with the distinguishing prin- 
ciples of the gospel, we apprehend they fall into a 
serious error. Females have interests to consult, 
of infinite moment. 'Their souls are subject to the 
same piercing fears, or sustaining hopes, as others, 
They are, more frequently than males, made the 
subjects of fanatical attacks, by misguided and 
ganctimonious zealots in religion. 'Fheir delicate 
frames are an easy prey to insidious disease and 
death ; and while their fragile tenements are 8ink- 
ing to decay, their unsettled minds are susceptible 
of the most keen and agonizing doubts and fears. 
They owe it, then, to themselves, to the cause of 
truth, and to their friends who are to sympathize 
with them in their woes or joys, to become acquain- 
ted with the fundamental tenets of our holy religion, 
that in a soul-testing moment, they may hold fast 
the profession of their faith, without wavering. 

Christian readers, will you duly meditate upon 
this subject, investigate every / essential point of 
doctrine, and become truly | experimental in the 
gospel of our salvation? | While you pay suitable 
attention to externals and becoming accomplish- 
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| do not; we entreat you; consider those as 
t for all"the great purposes for which a 
revelation from Heaven is given. Search diligently 
for the firm rock which is doctrinally laid in Zion 
—the adamantine foundation of the spiritual Jeru- 
salem of God. Emulate those bright examples of 
Chriatian faith and glorious triumph, even in the 
hours of approaching death, of which we have re- 
cently had such frequent accounts, in our various 
periodicals ; and may the Lord crown you with 
8uccess and victory. R. 8. 


INVOCATION FOR SABBATH MORNING. 


Original, 


O thou who reigns above, 

Our father and our Friend; 
BendFrom thy throne of love, 

And glorious audience lend, 
While at thy throne we humbly kneel 
And pure devotion's fervor feel. 


Ta joyful praise and prayer, 
We pay our morning vows; 
Thy wondrous love declare 
In this thy sacred house. - 
May praise ascend, from every tongue, 
And every heart, the note prolong. 


Speed, peed, the cause of truth, 
And onward may it move, 
Till age and vig*rous youth 
Shall own the power of love; 
Till all shall own thy Sov'reign 8way, 
And mortal woes shall pass away. 


O heal the broken heart, 
And bind the wounded breast, 
Thy light and truth impart, 
To give the weary rexst, 
Fill 819 chall cease, and sorrow fall, 
And thou our God, * be all ia all.” 
Hartford Ct. 


M, H. 


SHORT SERMON. 


Original. 


| Tyov halt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. 
Exod. xx. 7. 


IT is commonly supposed that these words were 
spoken in reference to a practice which we call 
profanity ; it is thought, that to take God's name 
in vain, is to 8wear, and wish a fellow creature in 
that regiqn where fabled devils dwell, and where the 
Deity has <tored up the wrath, which has been ac- 
cumulating from the foundation of the world. It 
is also' supposed that such profanity will be pun- 
'1shed with endless suffering in. the flames of an 
endless hell. 

To this common exposition of the words which 
head .this article. I have some objections, which, 
to my mind, have great weight. 

1st. 'The doctrine from which profanity arose, 
was not then known, and did not exist till many 
years after the bleszed Savior was lifted on the cross, 
| and as the effect must exist before the cause can be 
known, the common practice of profaneness could 
not hays been rebuked by Moses, Say what you 
may of the 1 nerality and purity of endless misery, 
it must bear the charge of giving birth to profane- 
ness, and of fostering its legitimate offspring. 

2d. Among the many objections to the doctrine 
of endless condemnation which we possess, its li- 
centiousness stands among the first ; and it is an, 
1nsu]t'to common sense, to say that this system is 
the basis of moral virtue, when all history testifies, 


| become the men of God, how much more x0 those 
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3d. In proof of the position tha a Jc " 
endless misery is a licentious one, the fact 17 
the origin of profanity, is conclusive proof, Lis- 
ten, if you can endure the sound, to a profane man 
in our streets ; hear him call down curses and im- 
precations, of the worst character, and you hear 
from his lips, only what you hear from the mouths 
of popular advocates of endless misery. And if it 
is right to use 8uch} language in the pulpit, it is 
right to use it in the street ; and if such remarks 


who imitate, and who are commanded to practice, 
what the Winister preaches, 
Men do not use profaneness, when they are 
kind, amiable, and charitable. But whea their 
passions are lashed to the tempest, when they are 
filled with rage, they find in this licentious doctrine 
of endless misery, what they desire to wy vent to 
the volcano of human passions. 


4th. Nor does it seem a reasonable penalty that 
profane people, and those guilty of taking in vain 
the name of their God, are to be sent to an endless 
hell for blasphemy, and as a punishment, be made 
to 8wear and blaspheme forever. If a legislature 
should enact a law against theft, murder, and blas- 
phemy, and, as a terror to evil doers, should very 
gravely inform the people, that the man who stole 
one dollar, xhould, as a punishment, steal ten; the 
man who threatened one person, should, as a pun- 
ishment, murder twenty ; and that the man who 
blasphemed one hour, should, as a punishment, 
blaspheme a whole year, and pretend that all this 
was done to promote morality, and to check theft, 
murder, and erorvar ang would be thought of 
s8uch conduct? Such persons would be 'considered 
better canditates for an insane retreat, than for seats 
in the halls of legislation. 

Yet such conduct would be as rational, and as 
 unreasonable as to suppose that God will, as a pun- 
ishment for breaking his Jaw in this world, oblige 
the delinquent to break it for ever. 

Let us now consider what is meant by taking the 
name of God in yain. 
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1st. 'The name of God is his power, attributes, 
and character, Exod. xxxiv. 6.—Ps. viii. 1. 9.— 
Micah. iv. 3 | 
2d. His name is taken in vain, when it is taken | 4 
ineffectually, when we call, and he on whom we 
call cannot, or will not save. Isa. xlix. 4.—Jere. iji. © 
23. xlvi. 11.— Mat. xv. 9. 
3d. Instances in which men, at the present day, 
take the name of God in yain. 


lst. When they worship God, expecting to 
change his purpose, and make-+him better disposed_ q-) 
—'This 1s in vain, for he ehangeth not. on No 7 EK 
—PDan. iv. 35. ' 1 as © 

2d. When they make exertions 1to 8ave; 
whole human family, call upon the name of God 
this effect, and yet believe he cannot do this, wi 
out destroying his justice, and bringing in degola 
tion and misrule into his government, Wye 

3d. When men say that God has done bh. 
do to save the world and the result is tef 
determined by man, and yet call upon EPS 
the world from death, they take his ret in vain ; 
for if he has done all he can do, he can do Saks 
more, 

4th. When they pray toes 
men take the name. of, | [1 


| 


ments, and gently 3s8ent to our common theory of | 


| thac when It has been clothed with favor, it has 
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THE UNIVERSALIST AND LADIES; BREOSITORY. | 


ME 


;e of taking in vain the name of 


xviii. 26. 28. 

That we may not take the name of our Lord in 
vain, we are to preach, pray, live and act as his 
will requires us to do ; and this will is plainly re- 
vealed in these rerfptures, which are able to make 
us wise unto salvation. M, H.$. 


Hartford, Jan 1st. 1835, 


PRAYER AND WORSHIP. 
ekt.. Maha 

How very absurd are the n notions commonly enter- 
tained of God, and of those things — for us 
to perform, in order to acquit ourselves properly in 
his 8ight. Many think to serve him for his own 
profit—but do they not forget that *God is not wor- 
Shipped +with men's hands as though he needed 
any thing?* 'They think to benefit him by their 
prayers; but he needs them not—they are not es- 
sential to the accomplishment of his purposes—Men 
frequently retire from the altar of prayer, with ap- 
parent self-complacency, arising from a conscious- 
ness of having gained the favor of Heaven, and 
incurred the happiness and felicity of the Almighty. 
But is it necessary for the peace and satisfaction of 
the Deity, that men should offer unto him 8uch 
8acrifices? We do not condemn prayer, but we 
would that men know for what, and to whom they 
pray. Should we ask our honest Christian breth- 
ren, if God's: pleasure was announced by their 
petitions, some of them would doubtless answer in 
the affirmative. To such, then, we say, you wor- 
Ship an imperfect God—His happiness is not per- 
fect—it is incomplete—and he is at your own mer- 
cy—it is in, your power to say whether he shall be 
happy or miserable—Your praise is sufficient to 
flatter him into complacency, and your transgres- 
gions to excite his wrath! —-Q delusion! such a God 
as this, for such an one cannot fee]l—Better bow 
before the sun, and pay your devotions to that orb 
of day than thus afflict the God of Heaven! 

It is gratifying to find that those servants of God, 
who have ever been looked upon as eminent exam- 
ples of piety and godliness, entertained ideas of his 
character much superior to those we have been 
For instance, Job has been looked 
; Upon as an example of patience, and resignation to 
"the will of heaven, and probably no one—axide 


- - from the Savior—ever entertained clearer concep- 


_ tions of God's character, and the relation in which 
he stands to men. Hear his rational, and beautiful 
language. * If thou ginnest what doest thou against 

him? or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what 
doest thou unto him? * If thou be righteous, what 
"+ givest thou him? or what receiveth he -at thine 

+ Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou 

and thy righteousness may profit the Son of 


W Ho believed knew, that the will and pur- 
pose. of the Almighty were not sublject to man's 
caprice— He is of one mind, and who can turn 
ofy? and what his soul desireth, even that he 

? 
Bp pray not to turn the God of the Uni- 
; . Fore 0 from his purpose, But it is asked, are we 
- * not Kg anded dl to pray? Moxst certainly ; and we 
mma aded-to pray in faith too ; *for whatso- 


of faith is 8in.” Weare commanded to 


'to faint—to pray without ceasing— 


us {bets hot wndrmd ths pd 
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pray therefore, for 
Jp ny oe to pass. - Other- 
wise, prayer is an absurdity ; and for a man, as is 
quite common, to address the throne..of grace, and 
ask for the salvation of all men, and with bis next 
breath declare it to be an impossibility, is 8olemn 
mockery. Still we are commanded to pray for all 
men in the scriptures of truth, . _ et xt 

Again, when we are commanded to pray without 
ceasing, we must not think we are to remain in a 
certain attitude, and invoke the Divine favor 80 
vehemently as to rend the heavens ; for the body 


and g8pirit too would: * faint? under 8uch an exer- | 
cize—But let us pray every where, lifting up holy | 


hands, without wrath and doubting—let our work 
in life be the result of an enlightened, rational de- 
8ire to promote the common interest of mankind ; 
that would be an; uneeasing, unfainting, nitional 
prayer of faith, Such a desire will he founded upon 
a just 8ense of the goodness of God, the excellence 
of his character, and the nature of his govern- 
met, and will dictate every duty of man. 

The object of worship is to fix in our minds im- 
pressions of the nature of our obligations, which 
grow out of our connexions with God and man, 
that we may conduct ourselves in life to our own 
true interest and profit. 

If this view be correct, the ideas commonly en- 
tertaiued, as we Said in the outset, are quite ab- 
surd ; and we think it corresponds- very well with 
what our Divine Master said to the woman of Sa- 
maria, He taught her that men should not be 
strenuous about the scene of their devotions—that 
neither Jerusalem or the mouutains should be their 
exclusive place of worship, but that, regardless of 
time or place, they should worship the Father in 
Spirit and in truth—in action : farther, be informed 


her that the time was at hand, when they would do | 


80, 

It should not, = 10-8 be the sole object of an 
attendance upon the institutions' of religion to wor- 
ship God in 80 doing, but to ieceive that knowl- 
ledge which, when put in practice, shall constitute 
true worship—which shall lead, of itself, to the 
discharge of those obligations, binding upon man 
as a relative and rational being, When men shall 
thus 8ee, all the noise of jarring sectarianism will 
cease, aud harmony, peace, and joy pervade the 
religious world, 


Yes, then shall strife and clamor cease 
And men like angels live in peace. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 
Original. 


Br. SmiTH :—I am very happy to learn that your 
neatly executed and well replenished paper, is read 
with increasing interest in Vermont, as well as other 
states jn the circle of my acquaintance. 'The course 
you take js admirably calcutated to meet certain 
wants of the reading community, and yet not impede 
in the least, as I can learn, the circulation of other 
valuable publications of .our order. And I am satis- 
fied that were the claims of the © Universalist and La- 


dies? Repository? to patronage and 8upport, more gen-. 


erally known, your present list of 8ubscribers, which 
is very respectable, might be greatly augmented. 
There is not a doubt in my mind, but that there are 
thousands of persons ia this 8tate, who, did th 
understand the character of your paper, 
patronize it - cheertully and ubstantially.. 

need 8uch_ a publication in every family, t 
gage the attention of our wives _ | 


my excitement of ons cont might the more 
firmly resist the influence of unbridled zeal and fa- 
naticism, with which many are as8ailed. And, while 
you keep a-8teady. eye upon the heart, and the for- 
mation of good ,and graceful habits, remember, at 
the same time, that the head must be stored with 
gacred pri:ciples of doctrine, lest * those who lie in 
wait to deceive,” confuse and amaze it with their bad 
and graceless dogmas, May the Lord prosper your 
untiring efforts, and cause you to reap a rich reward 
in the promotion of truth _ virtue in the world. 
> R. 8. 


NoBre SexTimEnT.—Lord Erskine was distinguished 
through life, for independance of principle, and for 
his 8crupulous adherence to truth. He once explained 
the rule of his conduct, which ought to be generally 
known and adopted. It ought to be deeply engraven 
on every heart. He 8aid— It was the first command 
and counsel of my youth, always to do what my 
conscience told me to be my duty, and to leave the 
consequences to God, I shall carry with me the 
memory, and I trust the practice of this paternal les- 
80n to the grave. TI have heretofore followed it, and 
have no reason to complain that my obedience to it 
has been even a temporal sacrifice. I have found it, 
on the contrary, the road to» prosperity and wealth, 
and I shall point it out as such- to my children.” 


ATTENDING the ceremony of the coronation of the 
kings of Abyssinia, it was customary to present them 
with a human skull borne upon a vase of earth, that 
they might be thus reminded what would soon be- 
come of them, notwithstanding the dignity to which 
they were then elevated. 


Beg not astonished when you see men of virtue in 
disgrace, and dignities worn by those who have no 
right to them. Open your eyes and congsider the in- 
numerable stars which never loose any thing of their 
brightness, but the heaveus turn, and now the moon, 
now the sun, is eclipsed. 


= 4 


OBITUARY. 
Original. 


D1xD, in Plainfield, N. H., on the 21st ult. Miss Lucinda D. 
Stevens, aged 23. By request of the deceased, whom I visited 
in the last hours of her life, I wish to bear witness to the con- 
8stancy and firmness in which sbe died, in the truth of a world's 

8alvation. She was well aware of the immediate approach of 
death, which she observed repeatedly, had no terrors to her. 
She observed that two years ago, and before that period, 
the thought of death always brought with it a gloomy reflec- 
tion; that she never wished to associate it with the business 
and pleasures of the world. But since that time, having heard 
much preaching of the doctrine of divine and impartial. love, 
and reflected: on it with muck interest, she was prepared, and 
had been for a year past, to die when God her Father in hea- 
ven. should call her home. * I had thought,” she observed, © that 
two years ago, I was a confirmed Universalist, but those fears 
of death I then felt, tell me I was not. But how can a per- 
Son believing in a final separation between the family of our 
heavenly Parent, feel, when called, as I amyto lie on the bed of 
death? She observed that she was going home to her Father, 

in whose house are many mansions; and that. she believed 
« there is a land of. pure delight, where saints immortal reign. 
And when $he had urged, by her $oothiug eutreaties, her 
friends not to mourn for her, she fell asleep in death. And 80 
amiable, virtuous and devout was he in life, 80 resigned and 
happy in death, that not even the tongue of a bigot had power 
to assail. her. And her happy and triumphant death in the 


belief of a world's ealvation, will furnish evidence to many, of 


the ſalsehood of the remark, that no Universalist dies regigned 


and happy. - *. 8. 0. 
Plainfield, Jan. 1, 1835. 
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Arranged for the Universalist and Ladies? Repository. 


BY REV. THOS. WHIT TEMORE. 
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Editorial-Xtems. | 


© STREETER'S HYMN BOOK, POCKET EDITION. 


y ” Taxrovon the politeness of Br. Thos. Whittemore, we have 
© been favored with a copy of this neat and elegant edition of 
. Mention has been made of introducing another Hymn 

* book into the order of Universalists, but to such a procedure 
we are decidedly opposed. It would be a source of needless 
exPEnsC, .AS the present work is every way adapted to the wants 
- of the denomination, and we may add, it is universally ap- 

ad; 6: | 

Its value is niueh enhanced by the publication of the Pocket 
edition -which-is- every way adapted to the Societies in the 
 eountry, where books are carried to, and from places of public 
, worship. We can recommend it cheerfully to all our readers, 


wrticularly the young, but more especially to the ladies, as it 
is precisely the work they have long needed. 

Without doubt, the edition will meet with a ready sale, and 
another s0on be called for; 80 that the worthy and enterprising 
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| gestion, to which reference is made by him, for the reason 
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munications s8ent us in one number, therefore, the old rule must 
be observed— First come, first served.? 
The package from our valuable correspondent in Hartford, 


Ct. came to hand. 
Two poetical effusions from © Horace * are received. They 


shall receive due attention. 

Our Br. of the Vermont Watchman, will learn, sbould this 
number fall in his way, that our paper is till in the land of 
the living, and moves, and has a being. And, for all that we 
know to the contrary, a copy of each number has been regu- 
larly mailed for him. We have not yet complied with his 8ug- | 


that it was not convenient, We shall, however, very 800n. 
Will our friend in Epping, N. H. Dr. N. Batchelor, at- 
tend to the business which was the subject of our last epistle to 
him, and thus greatly oblige us? 

The letter from our agent in Plymouth, Mss., came duly to 
hand, and the business of the same has been attended too. 


posed of as g00n as poesible, We cannot publich all the com- | what they owe, lay us under obligations of thankfulness to them, 


—— 

CHILD*'S@AZETTE. 

W<x have received letters from-@orreepondents in various parts 
of the country, respecting - the; Child's” Universalist Gazette. 
Until now, we have been unable to return a decided answer 
concerning its continuance; but we remain no longer in doubt. 
We are happy to be enabled to inform our patrons, that-the 
work will in ſuture be regularly published; The proprietorship 
of it has passed into the hands of Mr, W. C. George, who will 
pay 8trict attention to the business of the concern, and in 
whom the community may safely.confide. - The: editorial man- 
agement will devolve on us, as heretofore, and no pains will be 


spared to make the work both interesting and useſul, 


The Universalist and Ladies? Repository 
Is published semi-monthly, at No. 3 Brattle Square—directly 
opposite the Brattle Street Church—Boston, Mass., at $1,26 
per annum, payable in advance—$1,50 in three months—$1,75 
in 8ix months, and $2,00 at the close of the year, and in the 


compilers and publishers will not go unrewarded, but receive a 
Suitable remuneration for tpir ahagyeHove. - Price 60 vans Ix the common language«of the day, we wish all our patrons a 


- $5,50 we doz. $40 per —_ 20 Bal at falg || happy New Year, | Our time and room permit us only-to say; 


y that for the year to come, we $hall spare no pains to make our. 

paper an acceptable visiter to.all who will favor.us with their 

at NOTICE DO CORRESPONDENTS. patronage. Many valuable correspondents are engaged tocon- 
| Bmw! s , und communications bave multiplied with great || \rjbyte to its columns, both among the ministers, laymen, and 

4 ty | ob ant last. Our table groans-under the weight of || c,yaje portion of. the denomination to whose Support and in- 


THE NE W YEA R. same proportion” until paid. Twenty-five cents will be added 


to those who receive their papers by the carrier. 
IT. Agents and:companies, who obtain 8ix new subseribers, 
and send the money for them, shall receive a 8eventh copy gratis, 
and in the same proportion for any greater number. 

III. All letters and communications for the paper must be 
directed to DANIEL D. SmiTHn, Universalist Office, Boston, 
Mass., and those sent by mail must be post paid, or they will 


m_ oy of our friends. 'Those who have taken the || (Cro this paper is particularly devoted. ; not be taken out of the office. 
put in 1 our last, and gent on articles, may rest as- | Thoge subscribers who have paid their dues, will please ac- | IV. Letters containing $5,00 or more, may be sent at our 
| he r fayors are taly appreciated, and " dig- exPenge, 


cept our thanks; and thoge who are in arrears, will, by paying 


